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Greetings.
I would like to thank the membership for electing me to
be your president of the Nebraska IAI. This is indeed
an honor and I will do my best to serve the organization
the best I can! During my term, some of the things I
would like to accomplish are an increase membership
in the organization, and increase training opportunities
for the membership.
The fall conference is now history, and I would like to thank all that made it a success.
Congratulations to Aaron Raszler, retired OPD Crime Lab manager, and Linda
Brokowski, retired NSP Fingerprint Section Manager for their recognitions. Plans are
underway for the Nebraska IAI Spring Conference. There will be several workshops
ranging from photography to fingerprints, and several interesting speakers. I’m sure as
soon as it’s formalized, an agenda will be made available to the members.
A new addition to the Nebraska IAI will be a web site. It is current being constructed and
plans are to have is operational as soon as possible. This will be a benefit for members
by allowing you to keep abreast of current activities of the organization, training
opportunities, and other information.
If we can help you in any way, please feel free to contact a board member or myself, and
we will try to assist in anyway possible.
Thank you, and I looking forward to working with you and the organization.
David J. Sobotka, Sr.
402-444-6625

DCSO CSI Division,
3601 North 156 Street,
Omaha, NE 68116

Nebraska
IAI
Meeting
Notes

MINUTES – 2003 IAI BUSINESS MEETING
December 1 – 2nd 2003 Mahoney State Park
The 2003 IAI business meeting was opened by President Dave Kofoed, the Secretary
Reports were read and approved. The meeting was then opened for new business.
A proposal to establish an IAI website for a newsletter and mailing list was presented by
Larry Barksdale. After further discussion, William Henningsen made a motion for a
committee to be appointed and present proposals with part of the website containing a
Newsletter and Mailing list to the Board of Directors for review and vote. Larry
Barksdale was appointed to collect the submitted proposals. The motion was seconded
by Kathy Ayres and approved. The appointee’s for the committee by President Kofoed
were, Larry Barksdale, Bill Henningsen, Bruce Luhr, Chris DeaBoni, and Don Veys.
Jerry Tosoni introduced a proposal to send a member of Nebraska Division IAI to the
International Association for Identification Conference this year. After further discussion
a proposal was made by Kay McCaul to establish a scholarship regarding this. A motion
Was made by Bob McAuley to establish this scholarship, in the amount of $500.00 with
the contingency that the recipient presents a report of the program at the Nebraska IAI
conference. William Henningsen seconded the motion and it was approved. A
committee was appointed by President Kofoed to establish what the criteria should be in
awarding the scholarship to individuals, such through nominations, recommendations
etc. The members of this committee are Dave Sobotka, Bob McAuley and Kathy Ayres.
Nebraska IAI Regional Representative, Bruce Luhr, informed the IAI membership that
the International IAI Conference is in St. Louis, Missouri, August 22-27th 2004.
Kay McCaul presented a Motion for Honorary Lifetime membership for retired and
chartered members. The nominees were Aaron Raszler and Linda Brokofsky. The
motion was seconded by Bruce Luhr, voted on and passed.
Kathy Ayres requested funds for more IAI Membership pins be made available. The
request was approved and $300.00 was granted for that purpose.

The election of the 2004 officers was conducted by President Dave Kofoed. The 2004
Officers are as follows: President – Dave Sobotka, Vice President- Robert McAuley,
Secretary/Treasurer – Kathy Ayres, Board Members – Larry Barksdale, William
Henningsen and Mariana Watrel, Editor – James Betts, Historian – Kay McCaul.
With no further business a motion to adjourn was made and seconded. President Kofoed
adjourned the Nebraska Division IAI 2003 business meeting.

(Minutes submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Kathy Ayres)

MINUTES – BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
January 21, 2004 Mahoney State Park
Present: Pres. Dave Sobotka, VP Robert McAuley, Board Members; William
Henningsen and Larry Barksdale and Past President David Kofoad.
Board member Larry Barksdale recommended that an accountant look over the books of
the Nebraska Chapter and make any recommendations. An accountant was
recommended and arrangements will be made to get that individual in contact with the
Secretary Treasurer.
The website advisory committee recommended Don Veys to create the web site for the
Nebraska Division of the IAI (www.neiai.org) . The Board hoped that the website would
be up by February 1, 2004, which would allow for the posting of the State IAI meeting
and training agenda and hopefully will spur an interest in the training and membership in
the organization. The Board will evaluate the website after 6 months to see if it is
meeting the needs of the organization and determine then if the division will formally
contract with Don Veys to maintain the site.
There was discussion on the scholarship to the National
IAI Educational Conference. It was determined that
the scholarship would be awarded by the Nebraska IAI
President based on specific criteria, some of which still
needed to be finalized.
The scholarship recipient will need to submit a formal
request to the President and will be required to be a
presenter the next Nebraska IAI training seminar, passing
on the skills and knowledge acquired at the National
Educational Conference.

One criteria the President will consider in selecting the recipient is the course of training
the individual will be taking and which courses will benefit the most Nebraska IAI
members.
The Board of Directors unanimously approved the naming of the scholarship after Harold
Moon the first elected president of the Nebraska Chapter of the IAI.
The board considered and supported a break out session for the AFIS Workstation Users
Group and also discussed the possibility of Crime Scene Certification tests be available
for Level I, II and III at the conference.
Additional work and follow up needs to be done on contacting possible presenters at the
Nebraska conference before the training agenda is finalized.

(Minutes submitted by Vice President Robert McAuley)
IAI SCHOLARSHIP NAMED AFTER HAROLD MOON
The Nebraska IAI Board of Directors unanimously approved
naming the IAI Education Scholarship after Harold Moon. Moon
was the first Director of the Nebraska State Patrol Criminalistics
Laboratory and was instrumental in creating the Nebraska Chapter
of the IAI and was the chapters first elected president.
Harold Moon started with the State Patrol in 1957 working
in the traffic unit, stationed in Columbus, Nebraska. In 1965 he was
transferred to the criminal division and began training in Questioned Document
Examination. In 1969 he became the State Patrols full time Document Examiner.
In 1973 Harold Moon was named as the first director of the Criminalistics
Laboratory and continued sharing his knowledge with others, in person and through his
works published in the Journal of Forensic Sciences.
Harold retired from the State Patrol in 1986, but remained active in Questioned
Document Examination doing private work until his death in 1996.
(Photo courtesy of the Nebraska State Patrol)

Congratulations to the following members who have
received IAI certification in the following disciplines;
CRIME SCENE:
Michael Bassett
Michael Engel
Thomas Hamm
Robert Hurley
Mark Unvert
Russell Raszler
Mike Nass
Diana Hoffman

Lincoln PD
Lincoln PD
Lincoln PD
Lincoln PD
Lincoln PD
Omaha PD
Omaha PD
Omaha PD

CST
CST
CST
SCSA
CST
CST
CST
CST

PHOTOGRAPHY
Katherine McCaul

Omaha PD

Crime Scene Certification Announcement
The Nov-Dec Journal of Forensic Science contained
an erroneous announcement that the Crime Scene
Certification test and study materials would change
after January 1, 2004. This information is not correct
and that change will not happen. The Crime Scene
Certification Board is working on a new test for all
levels of certification but that won’t be completed until
sometime after the 2004 Conference. At that time it is
likely the study materials will also change, but that
change did not happen on January 1, 2004.

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

The Forensic Science Continuing Education
Program at Nebraska Wesleyan University was
developed to give those who work in medico-legal
situations an opportunity to learn about the latest
developments in the field in a cost-effective and
convenient manner. College credit is available for
these courses and they are also eligible for law
enforcement continuing education credits.
For more information:
www.nebrwesleyan.edu
Email: mconnor@nebrwesleyan.edu
Or call Melissa Connor
Coordinator, Continuing Education
Forensic Science Program
Office: 402-465-2777
Toll-free: 800-541-3818
Forensic Science Program
One Credit Seminars
Spring/ Summer 2004:

Interviewing
Instructor: Larry Barksdale
Dates: Feb 14 and Feb 28
Expert Witness Testimony
Instructor: Bill Gartside
Dates: March 27 and April 10
Threat Assessment
Instructors: Gary Plank and Mario Scalero
Dates: April 30 and May 1

__________________________________________________________________
Interviewing
Instructor: Larry Barksdale, M.A.
Dates: Feb 14 and Feb 28
Evidence in forensic science comes from witness testimony, documentation, and physical
evidence. Much of the outcome at civil and criminal trials hinges on evidence gathered from
witness testimony and this course outlines how to gather this evidence in an effective and legal
manner.
This course will examine the issues involved in interviewing. Students will be introduced to kinesic
techniques, non-verbal communication, cognitive interviewing techniques, the process of taking a
statement, as well as statement and content analysis, polygraph and voice analysis, and
interrogation techniques.
Sgt. Larry Barksdale is one of the Wesleyan Forensic Science Program’s most popular
instructors. Sgt. Barksdale is the head of the criminal investigations unit for the Lincoln Police

Department and has over thirty years of experience as a police officer. Sgt. Barksdale will share his
hands-on experience in interviewing hundreds of witnesses and his extensive research into how
best do so.

_____________________________________________________________________
Expert Witness Testimony
Instructor: Bill Gartside, M.F.S
Dates: March 27 and April 10
Expert witnesses are called to testify due to their expertise and experience in a specific subject,
such as DNA analysis, scene investigation, psychology, or many other fields. Many of these
subjects can be difficult to present to a lay audience, such as a jury, in a limited amount of time.
This course will show students how best to prepare in order to present themselves, their
credentials, and their testimony in a professional manner, and how to anticipate questions from
opposing council. The students will be given preparation techniques, familiarization with trial
procedures, will have to prepare a court C.V., and will participate in a mock trial exercise.
Bill Gartside, M.F.S. is a criminalist in the Nebraska State Patrol Crime Lab with a specialty in
DNA analysis. Thanks to this job, he has had to appear in court as an expert witness numerous
times and explain the complexities of DNA analysis to a jury. Gartside will share his hands-on
courtroom experience with the class and discuss the preparation methods that he has found work
best.
_____________________________________________________________________
Threat Assessment
Instructors: Gary Plank, M.A. and Mario Scalora Ph.D.
Dates: April 30 and May 1
Threat assessment refers to the determination of risk posed by individuals or groups against
specified targets or institutions. The course will examine the types of threats commonly
encountered in law enforcement situations and the characteristics of approach (i.e. individuals likely
to engage in threatening or disruptive face-to-face contact) vs. non-approach situations. The course
will discuss the role of the language used, of mental illness, prior criminal records, and single or
multiple targets in assessing the true danger level of a threat.
Threat assessment is something we use in our everyday lives and we base many decisions on our
determinations of possible threats to ourselves, our friends, and/or family. This course will examine
the information we use to process these risk determinations and provide explanations for our
conclusions and how the same type of information is used in analyzing threats to public
figures. The course will also discuss the way we view and perceive threats in the workplace and in
our schools.
Mario Scalora, Ph.D., received his doctorate in clinical and law psychology from the University of
Nebraska – Lincoln. His numerous publications reflect his research in a variety of areas related to
risk and threat assessment. He consults with law enforcement on the local, state, and federal levels
in assessing predictive risk factors concerning threatening and violent activity to public officials and
institutions.
Sgt. Gary Plank has been a law enforcement officer for the past 24 years. In 1990 he attended a
year long fellowship with the F.B.I. and was trained to be a Profiler at the F.B.I.'s National Center
for the Analysis of Violent Crime (NCAVC). For the last 14 years Gary has been the Profiler for the
State of Nebraska and has worked a variety of cases throughout Nebraska, the nation, and many
foreign countries. Gary continues to work as an adjunct member of the NCAVC as well as a
member of the Nebraska State Patrol

