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With the 2009 NEIAI Annual Conference in progress, I want to take a moment to thank
all that have participated in the conference planning. As of the time of this writing, we
are already over 180 members registered for the conference. We have had to adjust the
schedule slightly to accommodate guests and presenters but the classes have remained
relatively unchanged. Our first presentation will be taught by Erin Sims, Lincoln Police
Department. Since our last conference, Erin has taken and passed the IAI Bloodstain
Pattern Examiner examination and is currently the only certified Bloodstain Pattern Examiner in the State of Nebraska. Dr. Patrick Besant-Matthews from Dallas, Texas will headline the
afternoon session of the first day with a presentation on small caliber and shotgun wound exams.
The second day will be a case study of a serial
killer: the Ann True and Melissa Schmidt homicides. Several detectives and field experts will discuss their respective portion of these investigations.
On Tuesday evening, from 5pm to 8pm, we will
have our first Social Night/Vendor Night which will
include snacks, beverages, student poster presentations, and vendor demonstrations of their products. I ask that if you are available, please stick
around after Dr. Patrick Besant-Matthews’ presentation and enjoy the event.
We are already working on the NEIAI Conference Agenda for April 2010. Pat Wertheim
has been contacted and has agreed to give a workshop. Further updates will be posted
on our webpage. Again, we have finalized a schedule of events that promises to provide
an outstanding training opportunity. Be safe in your travels and we will see you at the
conference.

• Meet the Board Members
• Online college level training
• Recent research publications
• The future of crime scene investigation?
• News from the region

Respectfully,
Robert S. Hurley
President
Nebraska Division of the International Association for Identification
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Nebraska IAI,
Welcome to the 2009 Nebraska IAI Educational Conference! Page 3 of this Newsletter lists the program,
which is informative and entertaining. I hope you enjoy yourself.
This conference is somewhat bittersweet for me. This is the last conference that I will act as Newsletter
Editor. It is time for me to let the Newsletter move to someone else’s desk. Because of this, I have been
thinking about my time as Newsletter Editor over the last three years and how much the Newsletter has
changed in that time. If you can find a copy of the first Newsletter I edited you will surely have a laugh. It
is clear that I had no idea what I was doing (still don’t, really).
I have stated this many times, but working with the Nebraska IAI has been incredibly rewarding. The IAI
community in this region is engaged, informed, and progressive. This is
not just me talking either; in my travels I have heard the same. When I
tell others about the things we are accomplishing I hear comments like
“I wish we would do that.”, “That is impressive.”, and “It sounds as
though you work with some progressive thinkers amongst all of that
corn.”. It looks as though you are viewed in high esteem by your peers.
This attitude and approach has resulted in some physical changes to
the Newsletter. The most noticeable change is the sponsorships that
the Nebraska IAI has garnered, like the logo for Lobo Investigations at
right. These sponsorships are yet another testament to your willingness
to succeed. It is nice to be a part of that and it is great to see these
interactions flow into education and research.
I guess all that I really would like to say is: thank you for this opportunity. It has been a lot of fun to interact with characters like Mariana
Ward, Larry Barksdale, Don Veys, and Erin Sims. I have interacted with
these individuals a bit more than others, but everyone has been great.
So, have a great time. Learn a lot and attend the Social Hour. It should be great fun.
Respectfully,
David O. Carter
Newsletter Editor
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2009 NEBRASKA IAI EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2009

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2009

0700-0830

0700-0830

Registration

Registration

0830-0900

0830-0900

Opening Remarks

Welcoming Ceremony

Robert S. Hurley

Jon Bruning, Nebraska Attorney General

Nebraska IAI President
0900-1100
0900-1130

Case Study: Serial Killer – Ann True & Melissa Schmidt Cases

Bloodstain Pattern Analysis

Detective Jeff Bliemeister

Erin Sims

Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office

Lincoln Police Dept

Detective Luke Wilke
Lincoln Police Department

1130-1230 Lunch
1100-1200
1230-1630

Processing the Schmidt bones

Small Caliber & Shotgun Wound Exams

Forensic Palynology and Forensic Taphonomy

Dr. Patrick Besant-Matthews

Dr. Karl Reinhard, David O. Carter

Dallas, TX

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

1700-2000

1200-1300 Lunch

Social Hour/Vendor Night
1300-1400
Processing the Schmidt scene: Human Remains Canine
Mr. John Beck, President North American Search Dog Network
Lincoln, NE

1400-1500
DNA Evidence Update
Jason Linder
Nebraska State Patrol Crime Laboratory

1500-1600
NEIAI Business Meeting/Election
President Robert S. Hurley
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MEET THE BOARD MEMBERS

Your NEIAI Officers Board prior to the 2009 Conference:
President
Robert Hurley, Lincoln Police Department
Vice President
Josh Connelly, Douglas County Sheriff’s Office
Secretary/Treasurer
Mariana Ward, Nebraska State Patrol
Board Members
William Henningsen, Omaha Police Department
Erin Sims, Lincoln Police Department
Bridget Driver, Nebraska State Patrol
Newsletter Editor
David Carter, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Webmaster
Don Veys, Douglas County Sheriff’s Office
Historian
Katherine McCaul, Omaha Police Department
Past-President
Larry Barksdale, Lincoln Police Department
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INSERVICE NEWS

Nebraska State Patrol
Nebraska State Patrol Announces New Investigative Services Major
A 21-year veteran of the Patrol, Investigative Services Captain Mark Funkhouser has been named Investigative Services
Major. Funkhouser, a native of Oakland, Iowa, takes over for Major Dave Sankey, who has been appointed Assistant
Superintendent of the Nebraska State Patrol. In his role as Investigative Services Major, Funkhouser oversees the
Criminal and Drug Investigations, Alcohol/Tobacco Enforcement, Crime Lab, Sex Offender Registry, Internet Crimes
Against Children, Intelligence/Criminal Identification, Auto Fraud and the Major Case/Cold Case Squad along with several other divisions.
Funkhouser, age 45, has been the Investigative Services Commander at State Headquarters since January 2006. His
assignments as Trooper were in the Patrol Division in Beatrice and Omaha. He was promoted to Sergeant in Headquarters Troop-Lincoln in November 1995. He transferred to Criminal Investigations-Lincoln in August 1997. In July
1999, Funkhouser was promoted to Lieutenant, Investigative Services- Headquarters Troop-Lincoln, where he supervised the Criminal, Drug and Alcohol/Tobacco investigation units.
During that time Funkhouser was assigned to several high profile Attorney General Investigations to include former State
Treasurer Lorelee Byrd, former Nebraska Lottery Director James Quinn and former UNL Regent David Hergert.
Funkhouser was promoted to Captain, Investigative Services-State Headquarters in 2006. He is a 2004 graduate of the
FBI National Academy and a 1999 graduate of the DEA Drug Unit Commander Academy. Captain Funkhouser assumed
his new duties beginning January 1, 2009.
Nebraska State Patrol Announces New Assistant Superintendent
A new Nebraska State Patrol Assistant Superintendent began duties on January 1, 2009. Investigative Services Major
Dave Sankey was selected to replace Assistant Superintendent, Lieutenant Colonel Darrell Fisher, who retired December 31, 2008.
Major Sankey, age 45, was the commander of the Investigative Services Division of the Nebraska State Patrol. The division enforces the Nebraska Criminal Codes along with serving allied agencies and the citizens of Nebraska. Major
Sankey currently oversaw the following areas; Criminal and Drug Investigations, Alcohol/Tobacco Enforcement, Crime
Lab, Sex Offender Registry, Internet Crimes Against Children, Intelligence/Criminal Identification, Auto Fraud and the
Major Case/Cold Case Squad.
After receiving a Bachelors Degree in Criminal Justice from the University of Nebraska at Kearney, Sankey joined the
Nebraska State Patrol and graduated from the Nebraska State Patrol Training Academy in 1987. He served his first
duty assignment with the uniformed Field Services Division, Troop A-Omaha. Major Sankey was promoted to Sergeant
serving in Field Services in Seward. He was promoted to Lieutenant in 2000 and assumed the command of the Internal
Affairs Division. A 2003 graduate of the FBI National Academy, Major Sankey also served the agency as liaison to the
Legislature and the Governor’s Office. Prior to becoming Investigative Services Major, Sankey served as Captain of the
Office of Professional Standards.
Colonel Bryan Tuma, Superintendent of the Nebraska State Patrol said, “I am pleased to promote Major Sankey to the
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He added “Dave is a proven leader who has dedicated his career to helping improve the
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IN-SERVICE NEWS
agency. I am looking forward to working closely with Dave in his new role.”
“I wish to thank the Colonel for his confidence in my ability to help lead this agency,” said Major
Dave Sankey. “The face of law enforcement is continually changing and I am excited for the opportunity to work with all divisions within the Patrol as we strive to continue to improve our ability to
serve and protect the citizens of Nebraska.”Sankey is the son of Raymond & Elizabeth Sankey, of
Lincoln. A resident of Lincoln, he and his wife Colleen have three children.
Nebraska State Patrol Crime Lab Director
Pam Zilly, NSP Document examiner was promoted to NSP Crime Lab Director position on April 1, 2008.
Nebraska State Patrol Crime Lab Evidence Technician in Lincoln Lab
Merie Ossenkop, official starting date September 11, 2008
Nebraska State Patrol Firearms Examiner
Amy Weber, official starting date October 1, 2008
Nebraska State Patrol Satellite Crime Lab in North Platte closing
As of January 1, 2009, the Nebraska State Patrol Satellite Crime Laboratory in North Platte no longer accepts latent fingerprint cases. Cases already at the Satellite Laboratory will be completed at that location. All cases submitted after
December 31, 2008, must be submitted directly to the Crime Laboratory facility in Lincoln, at the following address:
NSP Crime Laboratory, 1233 Arapahoe Street, Lincoln, NE 68502
The Satellite Crime Laboratory facility was closed in March, 2009. Please direct any questions to: Mariana Ward (402)
471-8918 or Vic Sterup (308) 535-8063.

Lincoln Police Department
Erin Sims was promoted to Forensic Lab Manager, Lincoln Police Department on December 11, 2008. This is a management level position within the police department and the City of Lincoln.
Erin served 26 plus years as a commissioned police officer with the Lincoln Police Department. Her assignments included Uniform Patrol Officer, Investigator Criminal Investigations, Uniform Patrol Sergeant, Detective-Sergeant Southeast Team, and Supervisor Crime Scene Tech Unit. Erin is certified by IAI as a Crime Scene Tech and as a Bloodstain
Pattern Analyst. She has served NEIAI many years in positions as Historian and as Board Member.
Her present responsibilities as Forensic Lab Manager are management and development of the lab. In addition, Erin
now supervises Questioned Document Examinations, Fingerprint Examinations, Video Investigations, Serial Number
Restorations, Bloodstain Pattern Analyses, and other Evidence Processes. Erin continues as a member of the Crime
Scene Tech Unit.
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IN-SERVICE NEWS

Omaha Police Department
Omaha Police Department Crime Lab New Employees
Four new trainees began employment in the Omaha Police Crime Lab in this past year. Laura Crites was hired in May
2008; Karla Krzycki transferred to the Crime Lab from the Detention Unit in June 2008; and Molly Claus and Erin Kaspar
were both hired in December 2008.
Omaha Police Department Crime Lab Retirement
Sr. Tech Jerry Tosoni retired in March 2009 after 25 years of service. Jerry began his employment with the Omaha Police Crime Lab in December 1983. His duties were many and varied over the course of his career, to include crime scene
investigation and firearms examination. Jerry was promoted to Sr. Technician as a Firearms/Toolmark Specialist in July
2003. He enjoyed working "C" Shift (1600-2400 hrs) his entire career in the Crime Lab --- it just won't be the same without his cheerful singing, whistling and smiling face. Jerry is a charter member of the NEIAI. Also, he was the writer of the
"Meet the Members" feature in the first issues of the NEIAI "News & Clues" newsletter.
Diana Hoffman resigned in September 2008 to work with a defense contractor in Afghanistan. Diana is currently performing forensic work as an Evidence Technician in Afghanistan.
Omaha Police Department Crime Lab Employee Awards/Recognition
Steve Vaccaro was recognized as Employee of the Month for September 2008. During the course of an intensive twoyear triple homicide investigation, Steve responded to several scenes and search warrants, including the initial homicide
scene in May 2005. Numerous vehicles, residences and businesses were processed and an extraordinary amount of
evidence was documented and collected by Steve. Ultimately, the victims' blood was recovered in a residence approximately two years after the murders because of Steve's efforts. Two suspects were found guilty on all counts in Federal Court.
They received multiple life sentences plus sixty years.

Amanda Miller was recognized as Employee of the Month for February 2009. Amanda processed a robbery note and
developed latent fingerprints which lead to the identification of a suspect. Ultimately, at least five robbery cases were
cleared because of this identification. The suspect pled guilty and received a sentence of 20-26 years.

Douglas County Sheriff’s Office
Douglas County Sheriff’s CSI Division’s new “Certified” additions within the past year; CL Retelsdorf and Christine Gabig
passed the level-2 certification and are now Certified Crime Scene Analysts’. Shannon Tysor, Michelle Potter and Michael Krohn have all passed the level-1 Crime Scene Investigator certification.
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ACADEMIC NOTES

College of St. Mary
CSM junior, biology and chemistry major, forensic science minor, Lindsey
Glock presented orally within the Odontology Section at the 2009 American
Academy of Forensic Sciences Meeting in Denver: “An Useful Case Study
for the Cleaning of Dentition for Forensic Odontological Analysis”. This project is mentored by Nicole Wall, CSM and Dr. Ken Hermsen (Professor and
Forensic Odontologist), Creighton University.

Nicole Wall has been mentoring a joint service-learning project with the Introduction to Forensic Science class and the Advanced Forensic Class at CSM
that deals with a 1992 cold case in the Omaha metro area. In 1992, Mary Cronin, a CSM student disappeared and her skeletal remains were later found in a field the following spring, in a field within rural Cass County. The homicide remains unsolved and is in the
hands of the CSI team of Douglas County. The students have been working the case through different crime scene reconstruction
techniques and have met with some crucial individuals who have been involved in the case. The efforts of the students were highlighted on Action 3 News, KMTV in February by Investigative Reporter Michelle Bandur. The goals of the project are to bring some
closure to Mary's family and friends, to learn the dynamics of working a cold case, and bettering the student's crime scene reconstruction skill. The overall results of the project will be presented to the CSM community including any other interested individuals sometime this late spring or early fall.

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Amanda Fujikawa, University of Nebraska-Lincoln graduate student, attended the 2008 International Association of Identification’s
Educational Conference in Louisville, KY, held August 17-23rd. Amanda presented a poster detailing her research into the activities of
Calliphora vicina (Diptera: Calliphoridae), more commonly known as the European Blue Bottle Fly, and their ability to alter the shape
and presumptive chemistry of bloodstain patterns. This research is very important to those who investigate crime scenes involving
bloodshed, and especially interesting to Bloodstain Pattern Analysts.

Ms Fujikawa’s research showed that the flies did not track the blood around, as has been suggested by some, but the flies did alter
the shapes of many bloodstains by feeding on them, and in some instances, completely eliminating some bloodstains. She also observed fly artifacts being deposited on all surfaces from defecation and regurgitation. Regurgitation created round stains similar in
appearance to the original impact spatters, and defecation created some stains in the shape of teardrops (i.e., stains with tails). During
the presumptive testing, all of the additional stains introduced by the flies tested positive for blood. Amanda also observed that the fly
artifacts fluoresced under blue/green light with the use of an orange filter, making this a quick and efficient way to determine if fly artifacts are present in the Impact Spatter Pattern.

Amanda was awarded a cash prize and a copy of the book “The Encyclopedia of Crime Scene Investigation,” by Michael Newton. She
was also recognized for her research at the IAI Conference’s Closing Banquet. Amanda will be continuing her research into this subject, and currently has this research under review with the Journal of Forensic Identification. Sgt. Erin Sims graciously submitted this
information.

In other news, the UNL forensic science degree program is currently in its second year. This program leads to a bachelor’s degree in
forensic science. More information can be found at http://forensicscience.unl.edu
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ACADEMIC NOTES

Recent Publications
2009
Carter DO, Filippi J, Higley LG, Huntington TE, Okoye MI, Scriven M, Bliemeister J (2009) Using ninhydrin to reconstruct a disturbed outdoor death scene. Journal of Forensic Identification 59:190-195.
Carter DO, Yellowlees D, Tibbett M (2009) Can temperature affect the release of ninhydrin-reactive nitrogen in gravesoil following the burial of a mammalian (Rattus rattus) cadaver? In: Ritz K, Dawson L, Miller D (eds), Criminal and Environmental Soil
Forensics. Springer, NY. pp. 333-340.
Stokes KL, Forbes SL, Benninger LA, Carter DO, Tibbett M (2009) Decomposition studies using animal models in contrasting
environments: evidence from temporal changes in soil chemistry and microbial activity. In: Ritz K, Dawson L, Miller D (eds),
Criminal and Environmental Soil Forensics. Springer, NY. pp. 357-378.
Tibbett M, Carter DO (2009) Research in forensic taphonomy: a soil-based perspective. In: Ritz K, Dawson L, Miller D (eds),
Criminal and Environmental Soil Forensics. Springer, NY. pp. 317-332.
2008
Benninger LA, Carter DO, Forbes SL (2008) The biochemical alteration of soil beneath a decomposing carcass. Forensic Science International 180:70-75.
Carter DO, Tibbett M (2008) Does repeated burial of skeletal muscle tissue (Ovis aries) in soil affect subsequent decomposition. Applied Soil Ecology 40:529-535.
Carter DO, Tibbett M (2008) Cadaver decomposition and soil: processes. In: Tibbett M, Carter DO (eds), Soil Analysis in Forensic Taphonomy: Chemical and Biological Effects of Buried Human Remains. CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL, USA. pp. 29-52.
Carter DO, Yellowlees D, Tibbett M (2008) Temperature affects microbial decomposition of cadavers (Rattus rattus) in contrasting soils. Applied Soil Ecology 40:129-137.
Carter DO, Yellowlees D, Tibbett M (2008) Using ninhydrin to detect gravesoil. Journal of Forensic Sciences 53:397-400.
Hall RD, Huntington TE (2008) Medicocriminal entomology. In: Haskell NH, Williams RE (eds), Entomology and Death: A Procedural Guide, 2nd Edition. Joyce's Print Shop, Clemson, SC. pp. 1-9.
Huntington TE, Carter DO, Higley LG (2008) Testing multigenerational colonization of carrion by blow flies in the Great Plains.
Great Plains Research 18:33-38.
Huntington TE, Higley LG (2008) Collection and analysis of climatological data. In: Haskell NH, Williams RE (eds), Entomology
and Death: A Procedural Guide, 2nd edition. Joyce's Print Shop, Clemson, SC. pp. 144-159.
Huntington TE, Voigt DW, Higley LG (2008) Not the usual suspects: human wound myiasis by phorids. Journal of Medical Entomology 45:157-159.
Meier DK, Reinhard KJ, Carter DO, Brooks DW (2008) Simulations with elaborated worked example modelling: beneficial effects on schema acquisition. Journal of Science Education and Technology 17:262-273.
Tibbett M, Carter DO, editors (2008) Soil Analysis in Forensic Taphonomy: Chemical and Biological Effects of Buried Human
Remains. CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL, USA.

NEIAI NEWSLETTER

Page 11

SYNTHESIS

The Generalist Officer and Crime Scene Work: A Futuristic Speculation
Larry Barksdale
The Lincoln Police Department has been using the “Generalist Officer” concept since 1977 as it applies to crime scene investigations. The idea behind the concept is that the original responding police officers process scenes for physical evidence, interview persons related to the event, and do necessary follow-up work. If an event is beyond the skills and equipment level of the
uniform officer, a uniform Sergeant steps in to assist. If further experience and equipment are needed, the detectives assist.
Beyond that, the crime scene tech’s step in to investigate more involved and time consuming events. Crime Techs are primarily
commissioned officers who have other assignments and are re-assigned on a need basis. Is this an acceptable method for
future crime scene work given the recent release of the National Academy of Sciences?
Data over the past 30 years suggest that using the generalist officer concept costs less money, generates more useful physical
evidence, and leads to more clearance of cases. It leads to less investigative failures and liability issues. This is due to a number of factors, but generally rests upon the variables of professionalism, ownership, and productivity.
Is the “scientific generalist” officer a viable concept for the future? Can uniform officers be trained to do more work in the
field? Can a core of trained detectives and crime scene techs be trained as a core resource for field forensic “science” work?
Some possible avenues for such work could be DNA screening, hair/fiber screening, footwear/tire wear screening, shooting
reconstruction, questioned document examination, forensic linguists and threat assessment, forensic linguistics and author
attribution, firearm identification, bloodstain analysis, and fingerprint identification.
I suggest that technology and levels of education may make it possible for much of the work that has traditionally been performed by house laboratory scientists and technicians may be performed by commissioned “generalist” law enforcement officers. I further suggest that specialized laboratory functions will increase so that the house “lab” will be the more pure scientific lab and focused upon confirmation, materials science, and quantification.
Here is a scenario. A shooting takes place in which a victim dies of gunshot wounds. The responding uniform officer(s) clear
and secure the scene, take initial digital images of the scene and suspects. Detectives arrive and work with the uniform officer
to digitize the scene, and gather trace, biological, impression, behavioral, and instrumental evidence. A uniform officer or detective takes the evidence to a mobile crime van and examines a hair in the victims hand, the firearm and a casing (from the
scene), a footwear impression, and a bloody fingerprint impression from the telephone. A report is generated within several
hours of the firearm identification, the fingerprint IAFIS search, the hair characteristics, and the characteristics of the shoe. All
of this information is transmitted via mobile data terminal. The information is electronically distributed to law enforcement
officers.
The above scenario assumes that protocols, chain of custody, reports and author identification, and other legal requirements
take place.
All confirmatory work, quantification, and additional house “lab” work takes place at an independent forensic science center. I
envision this “lab” as being outside any control of any local/state/federal law enforcement agency. An example would be an
autonomous state agency charged with forensic science that was a separate state agency with a board of directors that excluded membership on the governing board of any prosecutors, defense attorneys, law enforcement personnel, or other criminal justice personnel.
Do you think this is fact or fancy? With the advent of forensic science college programs, online training, rapid information access, and technological advances I suggest that this is the future for forensic investigations. I will offer that this is taking place
to some degree at the present time in many jurisdictions in the United States, and it is gaining interest due to contemporary
financial environments.
How do you see the role of forensic science in the future? Where should Nebraska go with preparing for future?
Let’s hear your opinion.
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ONLINE COLLEGE LEVEL TRAINING
Online College Level Training
http://online.southeast.edu/. Online courses are available in biology and mathematics. These are college level, transfer
credit course. Larry Barksdale has taken online courses from this college.
http://www.csc.edu/distancelearning/summer_cal.asp. This is the link to Chadron State College. You can earn an online
degree in mathematics, or applied science.
http://summer.oregonstate.edu/courses/credit/online.htm. This is the link to Oregon State University. You can take
online courses in biology, chemistry, and mathematics.
http://www.cuonline.edu/index.shtml. This is the link to the University of Colorado. You can take courses in natural sciences and mathematics. Larry Barksdale has taken online courses from this college.
http://ellis.nyit.edu/. This is a link to Ellis College. You can take online courses in biology and mathematics. Larry
Barksdale has taken online courses from this college.
http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/index.htm. This is the link to MIT open course ware. There is not college credit. The courses
are demanding and great refreshers. Thanks to John Donahue for this link.
https://fbiva.fbiacademy.edu/ORION/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2forion%2forionshell.aspx. This is the link to the FBI virtual
academy. See your agency administrator for access to this source.
http://elearn.wvu.edu/continuing/Forensic_Science/index.html. The FSI (Forensic Science Initiative) has created courses
in Automated Fingerprint Identification Systems (AFIS), Roles in Forensic Science, The Science of Fingerprints, Integrated
Ballistic Identification System (IBIS), Ethics in Forensic Science, and Hair Evaluation for DNA Analysis. The courses are free
to US local and state forensic science laboratory employees.” Also, “Five additional courses are planned for 2008, including Forensic Photography and Introduction to Firearms.

